
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Sun Valley Economic Development Names Mel Jackson as New Executive 
Director 

Ketchum, ID — November 12, 2025 — The Sun Valley Economic Development (SVED) board of 
directors is pleased to announce the appointment of Mel Jackson as the new Executive Director, 
succeeding Harry Griffith after a comprehensive and rigorous search process. 

Mel brings a wealth of professional experience to SVED, with a strong background in 
communication, stakeholder engagement, project management, and financial planning & analysis. 
Known for being outgoing and energetic, Mel thrives on building relationships and is well-
positioned to build upon the strong foundation and esteemed reputation established by Harry 
during his long tenure. 

“It is with great excitement and humility that I join the SVED organization,” says new Executive 
Director Mel Jackson.  “I am looking forward to carrying on the amazing work started by our founder, 
Harry, while also expanding and deepening economic ties within Blaine County.” 

Since SVED’s founding in 2010, Harry has provided vital economic development leadership in 
Blaine County, leaving a lasting legacy of community impact.  Mel and Harry will be working closely 
on a seamless transition of SVED over the next couple months.  Harry will continue to support 
SVED in a consulting capacity.  “It’s been an awesome 15 years, helping our business community 
through the Great Recession, COVID-19 and the recent relocation cycle.  Early successes like the 
Limelight Hotel’s Idaho tax incentive have morphed into meaningful and lasting impacts like the 
Sun Valley Culinary Institute and Alpine World Cup Finals,” stated Harry.  “I'd like to shout out to the 
many collaborative partners during my tenure, from government institutions to nonprofits and our 
diverse business community.”  

“I am confident that Mel will do an excellent job advancing SVED’s mission, further strengthening 
our organization and economic development in Blaine County, and continuing the legacy of value 
and impact that Harry has developed,” remarks Guy Cherp, SVED board chair.  “I’d like to thank 
Harry for his leadership and countless contributions to our community over his many years of 
dedicated service.” 

For media inquiries, please contact: 
Mel Jackson 
Executive Director, SVED 
mel@sunvalleyeconomy.org 
(208) 350-0539 

About Sun Valley Economic Development (SVED): 
Sun Valley Economic Development (SVED), a 501(c)(6) not-for-profit public-private partnership, is 



the only county-wide organization working directly with the Idaho Department of Commerce, Blaine 
County and its municipalities, and other Idaho state agencies to preserve and advance the Sun 
Valley region’s economic vitality and diversity while recognizing the values of its citizens.  Sun 
Valley Economic Development (SVED) is led by a full-time executive director and a volunteer Board 
representing major employers, public ocicials, and community groups. SVED receives funding from 
a renewable Idaho Department of Commerce grant, Blaine County and its cities, and over 150 
private sector businesses.  

 

 

 


